Sermon A Lent 3 2026_SCED
In today's Gospel, Jesus has a conversation with a Samaritan woman at the edge of a well.  Australians can do better than simply imagine the significance of water in a hot country, especially when our nation, is often plagued by drought which has been a feature of part of our state over the last few years. Samaria would have been hot and dry too, and the well where Jesus met the Samaritan woman would have been of great significance :

· Wells were very important in biblical times and are mentioned in many places throughout the Old and New Testaments.   
· They are variously called wells, cisterns, springs or pits depending on their shape and depth.  
· They were stopping places for a tribal, nomadic people.  
· Places to camp were situated around a well, so that water stores could be replenished, animals could be watered, and people and clothing could have a thorough wash.  
· There are many stories of the ancestors associated with wells, and we hear of such a well today, this well where Jacob watered his flock.
My past experience of wells is a European experience.  In the UK and in Europe wells are often ancient, they are deep shafts generally, topped by a stone parapet.  There is a horror of the depth and darkness and danger of wells, as well as respect for them as sources of water and therefore of life. I remember Ian and I taking Mark and Greig into the catacombs of Glasgow's St Mungo's Cathedral, only to discover a large and very deep well mouth in the bowels of the building (this would have been there since the 9th century).  I remember my primal sense of fear of losing one of our inquisitive children down that well. 
· In Europe, wells are often characterized as wishing wells.  This sentiment finds its origin in pre-Christian times when wells were understood to be holy places, each one understood to contain its own spirit.  Many churches in Britain are built close to or around a well, as Christianity tried to eradicate paganism by absorbing many if its early shrines into Christian churchyards. 

Wells are therefore, places with many associations and possibilities.  They are meeting places in a community; oases for tribal people; they are places associated with the ancestors; often they function as shrines; they are places which provide water for life to those who draw near, and a hint of the danger of death for those who draw too near. 
This well in Sychar where the Samaritan woman met Jesus can arguably be understood to have had all those associations:  This is where the Samaritan women met to socialise, as they drew their water; it was a stopping place for the tribal Hebrews and is associated with one particular ancestor Jacob, who dug it.  There is no suggestion of this well being a shrine as such, but it is a place of significance for both Jesus and the woman, who although belonging to different religious groups have a shared ancestor in faith who can be remembered in this place.  
This is a well which of course provides water for life, but we know that it is also a deep and dangerous well, as the Samaritan woman tells us the well is deep and a bucket is required to draw water.  This well is therefore a place of rich associations of life and death, danger and possibility, of faith, and ancestry, of many things which Jews and Samaritans share because they are human, and because they have a forefather in common.  It is at this place of rich possibility that Jesus meets today with the Samaritan woman.  

And indeed, they deal, these two, with life and death issues, albeit in what appears to be a lighthearted conversation.  Jesus says, “Please give me a drink.”  The Samaritan woman replies, “What? You Jews don't often ask us Samaritans for a drink!”  (A comment on the sort of racial, cultural and religious prejudice which was rife then and still dogs the Middle East, albeit in a different form.  Jesus states, “I can offer water for eternal life”.  Here the conversation enters the realm of ultimacy, as it turns on the things of God, and of our connection with God.  The Samaritan woman asks, “What must I do to be given this eternal life?”  Jesus knows the woman has had many failings in her personal life and relationships.  Initially she is not aware that he knows this. She could lie to Jesus about her past, and act like she's a “respectable” married woman.  But she begins to sense that she is speaking to a prophet, and she begins to realise that she can be better than just a respectable married woman, and can grow into also becoming an honest and truthful woman, who has enough dignity to determine from now on to put her old life behind her.  

She recognises Jesus as a prophet, indeed as the Messiah.  He in turn empowers her to become a follower of God, and someone of significance in her own community, as the first person to bear the Word of God into that community.

This apparently innocuous meeting that took place on a hot summer's afternoon when the disciples had gone to buy food, turned into a moment in which two children of God, two children of Jacob, recognised their shared heritage.  They acknowledged the godliness and the glory of each other, to such an extent that this brought about the transformation of a whole community, as the woman introduced Jesus to them.  

Was it significant that it all took place on the edge of a well where life and death and danger and possibility seem present all at once?  Well, we shall never really know.  What we do know is that that well became then not only the meeting place for the community, the stopping off place for the traveller, the holy ground of the children of Israel as well as the ancestral seat of Jacob.  From that day forth its significance was deepened, and it is now known as the well where a Samaritan woman met Jesus, and recognized that out of that meeting a Samaritan community, a community of Gentiles, met and accepted Jesus as the Son of God...

Two Lenten questions arise for us out of this passage, and I would like to suggest we each take a few moments to think about them:

· What would we say is the wellspring of our faith?

· How are we currently getting in touch with this wellspring during this Lenten season?
Amen
Children's Talk

Take a glass of tap water, and ask the children how water helps things to live:

Human beings and animals need to drink water; plants depend on water; farmers need water to rain on crops for food; water cleanses things, and keeping things clean also keeps things healthy.

In the story today, Jesus met with a woman who was drawing water at a well, and they got to talking about water.  
Jesus asked the woman for a drink of ordinary water, because he was thirsty, and he offered to give her his special water of baptism, that he said would well up like a fountain inside of her and give her eternal life.  This means that when people love Jesus, God promises them that they will never again be thirsty, and that they will always be Jesus friend.  We show that love by the special waters of baptism that show that we are Jesus' friend.  

No one knows what the special water of Jesus' life and love and liveliness looks like when it is inside of us, but this may help us imagine....

