Sermon A: The Baptism of our Lord 
Three-minute sermon
SCED 2026
There are normally three reasons why a person asks to be baptised:
· They want to become a member of God’s family;
· They want to receive forgiveness for their sins;
· And they want to accept a special gift of the Holy Spirit to help them live a godly life, close to the heart of Jesus.
It is understandable then that John didn’t feel that Jesus should be baptised at all, nor that he, a sinful human being should perform the baptism:
· Jesus was already part of the very being of God; Father, Son and Spirit, so it would be farcical to suggest he had to become part of God’s family;
· The church teaches that Jesus was without sin, which leads us to admit he couldn’t have needed forgiveness as we do when we are baptised;
· Jesus and God and the Spirit were together part of the God the Holy Trinity and were indelibly linked to one another which suggests that the idea of Jesus receiving the Spirit that was already part of him was nonsensical
Why then did Jesus ask John to baptise him?  I think there may have been three reasons:
· Firstly, Jesus’ given reason which sounds a little enigmatic: Jesus said, “Let it be so now, because it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.  Jesus’ baptism was therefore a way for both Jesus and John to participate in God’s righteousness and grace.
· Secondly, Jesus likely wanted to identify with the ordinary, sinful people lining up to receive John’s baptism of repentance.  After all, Jesus came to earth to be one of us/ one with us…
· Thirdly Jesus’ baptism was a witness to his specialness as the Son of God: When he came up out of the water the heavens opened and the Spirit of God descended like a dove and rested on him.  And God the father was there too, his voice could be heard saying clearly to everyone gathered there: “This is my Son, the beloved, in whom I am well pleased. 
This is my Son, the Beloved, in whom I am well pleased. Amen
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