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Sentence
‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ says the Lord; ‘whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.’       John 11.25–26
Prayer of the Season
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to serve you and one another: call forth our penitence and acts of love, 
and strengthen us to face our mortality, 
so that we may look with confidence 
for your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.     Amen
Prayer of the Day
Life-giving God, your Son came into the world
to free us all from sin and death: breathe upon us 
with the power of your Spirit,  that we may be raised to new life in Christ, and serve you in holiness and 
righteousness all our days;  through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,  who lives and reigns with you  in the unity of the Holy Spirit,   one God, now and for ever.          Amen.

The First Reading is from Ezekiel 37: 1-14
1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God , you know.’ 4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord . 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord .’ 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God : Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God : I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord  have spoken and will act, says the Lord ’ 
Hear the word of the Lord,          Thanks be to God

Psalm 130
1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord:
	Lord, hear my voice;
2 O let your ears consider well:
	the voice of my supplication.
3 If you, Lord, should note what we do wrong:
	who then, O Lord, could stand?
4 But there is forgiveness with you:
	so that you shall be feared.
5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits for him:
	and in his word is my hope.
6 My soul looks for the Lord:
	more than watchmen for the morning,
	more, I say, than watchmen for the morning.
7 O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy:
	and with him is ample redemption.
8 He will redeem Israel:
	from the multitude of their sins.

The Second Reading is from Romans 8: 6-11
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
Hear the word of the Lord,          Thanks be to God.
Priest:  	   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia  
Response:	   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
The Holy Gospel according to John 11:1-45
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 11After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 12The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
 🙏Please pray for healing blessings for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit, and those who have asked us to intercede on their behalf – Ramiro, Jim,  Imogen, Liz and Dave Bryce, Reg, Mick, Kenneth, Janet, Ida, Enid,  Joan, Paul, Max, James G.,  Maureen, Georgina, Merlin Morgan, Samantha, Millie and Sophie, and give thanks for healing blessings received.  Pray for those who are in need about whom only God knows and give thanks for His presence with them.
Please pray for those who have died recently and those who have died as a result of war and terrorism, and we remember those who have died as the result of natural disasters or domestic violence;  We remember also our loved ones who are now resting in peace with you.        Rest eternal grant to them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.      🙏    
NOTICES
TODAY:  Lent continues: the penitential 40 days leading up to the celebration of Easter Sunday.  You will notice some differences in the Sunday services during Lent.  
· The ministers enter in silence. 
· The service begins with a penitential hymn instead of the prayer of preparation. 
· The liturgy is said throughout, not sung (except for the hymns) 
· There is no Gloria in the liturgy; 
· There is no recitation of the Nicene Creed. 
· There is no singing of “O Lord Hear my Prayer” before and after the intercessions 
· After the breaking of the bread you are invited to join with the ministers in the sanctuary to say the prayer of approach.                                                                                                                             I commend the season to you. May we all grow more and more into the life of Christ, and into Christian identity and being in all their fullness.
[bookmark: _Hlk213853692][bookmark: _Hlk214945040]TODAY: Please ensure that you have a leaflet outlining this year’s Holy Week and Easter services if you didn’t get one last Sunday. 
Lenten Study: Continues this Tuesday 24 March at 7.00pm in the hall. Please prepare for each evening by reading in advance the relevant chapter in the study book.  Supper will be supplied. Future dates: 31 March; 28th April; 5 May at 7.00pm in the hall.  All welcome.
Wednesday 25 March at 9.30am: Holy Communion Service incorporating Prayers for healing and Lenten Meditation 4 followed by morning tea. All welcome.  
Sunday 29 March, 9.30am: Lent 6/ Palm Sunday Service of Holy Communion.  The readings will be Isaiah 50: 4-9a; Psalm 31: 9-18; Philippians 2: 5-11; Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 (Passion Reading) The service will be followed by morning tea in the hall. All welcome.
Thank you to Laura Abraham who sourced palm branches,  detached the fronds, re-learned how to make palm crosses, brought her “kit” along to Wednesday and Sunday services to teach the rest of us how to do it, got almost everyone involved, collected the 250 crosses that we produced and looked after them so they will be fit for purpose for next week’ Palm Sunday service. Great leadership, patience and persistence Laura.  Thank you very much Laura.
Thank you, Linda Roberts and Jen Sutherland who baked and provided simnel cake for all of us on Mothering Sunday.  And thank you Barbara Hill for providing the beautiful sprigs of fresh flowers and some extra chocolate goodies, and for the lovely paper daffodils on St David’s Day.
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