Sermon A Epiphany 2 2026_Three-minute Sermon

John the Baptist says of Jesus, “This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”.  This lamb of God metaphor is employed in scripture in a number of different ways to give us insight into the mystery of how Jesus saved us through the spilling of blood on the cross.  
The metaphor could mean that Jesus bore God’s punishment for our sin in our place, but this causes us to be confused between feeling gratitude for Jesus who clearly saved us, guilt that we caused his death, and confusion that God the Father would want such vengeance on us, and would exact its punishment on his own Son. 
A second interpretation of the metaphor “Lamb of God” is that Jesus is like the Paschal lamb, the lamb whose blood was smeared on the doorposts of the Hebrews in Egypt to protect them from the angel of death at the time of the first Passover.  It too speaks of how Jesus saves us from sin, by causing God to “pass over” or overlook our sins because we are effectively marked with Christ’s blood, the blood of the lamb.

A third scriptural understanding of the metaphor “Lamb of God” is that Jesus’ blood was spilt like the blood of the sacrificial lambs in the temple, so that when the temple was sprinkled with the blood, it and the community could be purified from sin.  

These metaphors want to take seriously the death of Christ, but none “works” perfectly and they are not consistent with one another:
· The first is vengeful, and contains the idea of punishment, when no Old Testament sacrificial lamb had ever been regarded as receiving punishment.  The lambs were not sacrificed for this reason.
· The second sees the spilling of Christ’s blood as a means of “marking” us or affiliating us with Christ

· The third sees the spilling of Christ’s blood as a purification agent or moral disinfectant which eradicates sin.

· None of the views is compelling in a post-scientific age, each is bloodier than the view before, and clearly, if taken literally they would be contradictory.

What we must remember is that they are metaphors each attempting to explain poetically the mystery and poignancy of Christ’s sacrifice, although they fail to explain fully the “how” of that sacrifice.  
What is clear though is that Jesus gave himself, all of himself, willingly, on the cross to overcome the hold of sin and the power of evil.  
And what we must do is seek within ourselves an openness to this great mystery, thankfulness that it has saved us from sin and death, and a willingness to continue to be addressed by it and its metaphors as we seek to understand it more fully.
Amen.

