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Sentence
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast.      1 Corinthians 5:7
Prayer of the Day
Glorious Lord of life,
by the mighty resurrection of your Son
you overcame the old order of sin and death
to make all things new in him:
grant that we, who celebrate with joy
Christ’s rising from the dead
may be raised from the death of sin
to the life of righteousness;
through him who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.       Amen.
The First Reading is from Acts 10: 34-43
34Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
Hear the word of the Lord,       Thanks be to God
(For the Psalm) The Hymn to the Risen Christ
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us:
	so let us celebrate the feast,
Not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness:
	but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 	and truth.
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more:
	death has no more dominion over him.
In dying he died to sin once for all:
	in living he lives to God.
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin:
	and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Christ has been raised from the dead:
	the first fruits of those who sleep.
For as by one man came death:
	by another has come also resurrection of the 	dead;
For as in Adam all die:
	even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
The Second Reading is from Colossians 3: 1-4
1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
Hear the word of the Lord,         Thanks be to God

Priest:  	          Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia  
Response:       Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 28: 1-10
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’ 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord
                             Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
 🙏
Please pray for healing blessings for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit, and those who have asked us to intercede on their behalf –  
Steven Lewin, Rev’d Marian Giles, Ramiro, Jim,  Imogen, Liz and Dave Bryce, Mick, Kenneth, Janet, Ida, Enid,  Joan, Paul, Max, James G.,  Maureen, Georgina, Merlin Morgan, Samantha, Millie and Sophie, and give thanks for healing blessings received.  Pray for those who are in need about whom only God knows and give thanks for His presence with them.
Please pray for those who have died recently and those who have died as a result of war and terrorism, and we remember those who have died as the result of natural disasters or domestic violence;   We remember also our loved ones who are now resting in peace with you, especially  Lisa Follen.     Rest eternal grant to them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.      🙏    

NOTICES 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY  this week to Lynne Walker and David Shepherd.
[bookmark: _Hlk213853692_Copy_1][bookmark: _Hlk214945040_Copy_1]Baptisms Today: Congratulations to Brenda Hardy, Rebecca Moyle and Grant O’Neill who are to be baptised today during our Easter Sunday service.
Please note that in keeping with previous years, and to allow the Sudanese access to the church for their Easter service, there will be no morning tea after the Easter Sunday service.
Lenten Study: No Lenten Study this week. Because of Cathy and Ian’s annual leave, the last session will take place on 28th April at 7.00pm in the hall.  Please all bring a plate to share for the end of study “feast.” All welcome.
Ian and Cathy annual leave:  They will be away from Monday 6th April and return to St Catherine’s on Sunday 26th April.   The Rev’d Yogananda Juste-Constant will lead the service next Sunday (12th April) and The Rev’d David Amol has very kindly offered to lead the Sunday service on the 19th April.  Thank you Adam Abraham (our new priest’s warden, for organising this clergy “cover.” 

Wednesday 8th 9.30am: Morning Prayer in the Church.  All are welcome.
Sunday 12th April, Sunday Eucharist at 9.30am: The readings of the day are as follows: Acts 2: 14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1: 1-12; John 20: 19-31
Sunday 26th April, 2026: There will be a Parish Council meeting, St Catherine’s (only) at 11.00am after the service involving priest, wardens and 4 parish councillors (including proxies if you would like to come). Please do not expect any papers in advance as Cathy will be on holiday up until the day.  An informal agenda will be given to you on the day with an opportunity for you to raise your own matters.
Wednesday 29th April at 11.00am.  Sumi D’Appu has kindly offered to come along after the Wednesday service to train a number of us to use the defibrillator in the porch.  A number of people  expressed an interest in learning this when I asked them a number of weeks ago.  The names include myself,  the wardens, Betty Edwards, Stuart McPherson, Laura Abraham, Steven Lewin and Graeme Williamson.  We are fortunate too that Dorothy Shepherd and Grant Williamson (and possibly Winnie Mlaga) working in aged care already have training through their work. (If I have forgotten any others I apologise).  You are all welcome join the trainee group on the 29th.  A list will be put at the back of the church on Sunday 26th for people to confirm their attendance, and I will invite some representatives from the South Sudanese congregation as well.
Mothers’ Union meet for prayers and fellowship on Tuesday this week, 7th April.  You are all welcome to join us from 10:00am in the parish hall.  We recently donated $200 to the local school for their emergency food supplies and this was most welcome.  Donations to MU for their outreach is greatly appreciated.
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