Sermon C Pentecost 14 2025
Luke 15:1-10 & 1Timothy 1: 1-2; 12-19

Today, I would like to talk about God's grace.

I remember when I had just become a Christian again as a twenty-five year old, and I was speaking to a friend of ours who was a lapsed Catholic, and I mentioned the word "grace."  His response was, what is this grace of God that everyone keeps talking about?  It’s a figment of the imagination.  I didn’t have much experience to answer him, so I looked into it.

The Oxford Dictionary definition of grace: Unmerited favour of God; a divine regenerating inspiring and strengthening influence. I realised now as I did then that grace is something which we feel almost as a presence of God, but which it is difficult to define.  It is not a substance we can handle or a commodity that we can buy.  Nor is it an attribute of human beings that we can admire.  Instead, it is God's super-abundant, almost lavish love for this creation that God has made.  And when we catch a glimpse of it, we cannot help but feel blessed…

Paul writes to Timothy: 

· “Grace, mercy and peace from the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” How often do we wish God's grace and mercy and peace on others, and mean this from the bottom of our hearts?  It is grace working in us that we can do this…

· Paul speaks of how God now judges him as faithful, even though at one stage Paul sinned against Christ by persecuting the early Church.  “God has judged me faithful,” Paul says. How often do we know and experience this total acceptance of God (despite our imperfections)? It is the work of grace that that acceptance exists at all, and it is the work of Grace that we can feel it and believe it…
· Paul claimed, "the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.”  He refers to his conversion, his being drawn into Christ, which is the miraculous work of grace.

· Paul speaks of how God displayed great patience in drawing him out of a life of error and changing him into a person whose experiences of God's grace could teach others.

What is the work of grace in the gospel story about the lost sheep and the lost coin?:

· One commentary I read suggests that no shepherd in his/her right mind would leave a flock of ninety-nine sheep to search for the one that was lost.  Not if they had any business sense they wouldn't  

· It is a preposterous idea.  Within the logic of capitalism or commercialism, the story is preposterous.  But this story is told from within the reign of God, where the lost and solitary one whether animal or human is persistently sought out by a shepherd who will not let go of any of us.

· The reign of God is infused with God's grace.  God's love flows unhindered against the impulses and demands of economic rationalism and despite any so-called economies of scale.  There are no pay-offs or “cuedos” to be gained here (indeed, it is almost a blasphemy to suggest it)…

· There is no profit figure operating here, but another kind of number system is in operation here: the recovery of the one in order that the wholeness of God's reign may be restored to the ninety-nine.  The 99 means disruption and incompleteness.  The full 100 means wholeness and perfection.

· And there was a great celebration when the lost one was found, probably more costly than any value in money terms of the sheep that was found.  We are dealing with a different value system here. (We often hear people say of others “he/she is good value. I have problems with that even when it is said kindly, as in God’s sight, each of us is more than just some functional value…)

· Now the second parable: What of the woman who had lost a small silver coin, so that she swept the floor of her home (which would have been covered in reeds and rushes to make a kind of carpet over an earthen floor)? Where is God's grace to be found in this story?

· Well, again the bother that is gone to by the woman for such an apparently insignificant little coin is not logical, particularly if she throws a party when it is found, such a party costing more presumably than the value of the recovered coin.

· Again, there is nothing to do with economics in this story.

· However, there is a lot to be said about wholeness.  Often in that place in Jesus’ day the coin would belong to a set of ten.  Jewish women often made these ten small coins into a headdress that they wore on their wedding day, and that signified their new status as a married woman.  These coins would be very precious, and could be handed down to a daughter for her wedding day.  Another interpretation has it that the coin could be part of the dowry price that was given to the woman by her family to take into her marital home, and which would be preserved as an investment. (Again it has to do with the full restoration of a thing of value.)

· Wherever value that is deeper than purely monetary value is restored, whenever a broken thing is made whole in the lives of people, there God's grace may be said to be present.

Where is God' grace for us?  Well if we remember the following themes perhaps we will be able to recognise the working of grace in our lives and in the lives of others around us.

· Where something or someone is lost, God seeks them and finds them.  When we feel lost through loneliness or through sinfulness, we can turn to God for help.  When others that we care about are lost, we can feel God's impulse to help in whatever way we can.  All of these situations represent people being caught up into God's grace.

· Where something is broken through illness, pain or despair, God seeks to make it whole again.  When we feel broken, ill or despairing we know that God will restore us to wholeness.  (This doesn't necessarily mean we will always be made physically well. Because of our mortality, that is not always possible, but God can restore our spiritual strength in the midst of any other kind of brokenness and disintegration).  God can make us patient and trusting, and deeply at peace despite the difficulties around us, and in our lives.

· And today we participate in god's grace just by being here.  We have each been called by God to attend this Church this morning.  We have been called out of ourselves into the body of Christ, the community of grace.  We have been called to hear God's word, and to participate in the Holy Communion by which we are enfolded in God's presence, and nurtured by the very being of God.

· We Christians live grace.  The challenge is to notice and value it and cooperate with its working in our everyday life.  Amen.
