Sermon A Epiphany 3 2026
3-Minute Sermon
Jesus called the disciples out of the ordinariness of their everyday occupations.

Follow me, I will make you fishers of people.

"Fish for people, fish for people.  How can you fish for people?"

Some of the answers might be:

You can help people know God loves them;

Help people who are lonely to know God accepts them into God's family;

Help people to find God's hope;
Help people to know how to live good lives in which they think of others as much as they think of themselves.
Now if Jesus transformed the act of fishing for Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John
into an act of finding disciples,
What is it that I do in my life that Jesus could transform?
If I were a doctor, I could stop being a doctor of only the body or mind, 

and become a doctor of the Spirit;

If I were a teacher, I could become a teacher not just of knowledge and skills, but also of souls

What else: 

· A composer of peace

· A gardener of possibilities
· A baker of inspiration 

· A speaker of truth

· A plumber of depths 

· A polisher of beauty

· A washer-upper of ills.

· A duster of dreams;

· A pruner of ambition.
· A person of love.
There is no limit to the mundane areas of our lives that Jesus can transform:

Perhaps throughout the rest of today, you might like to think what it means to you, a twenty-first century follower of Jesus to be a “fisher of people”
Most loving God,

You transformed Simon Peter and Andrew and James and John into fishers of people.

Please take the ordinary aspects of my life and transform them into extraordinary ways of being,  for Jesus’ sake,

Amen.
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Fishers of People

Many of the people who began to follow Jesus were fishermen who worked long hours in their boats on the Sea of Galilee. 
They caught fish to feed their families and to sell in the market.

Jesus said to his new followers: "Fish for people, fish for people.”

I’m sure they felt puzzled at first.  After all, how can you fish for people?

Well, this song might help to tell us how not to fish for people…
You cannot snare them with a hook.
That’s not a good look!

You cannot catch them in a net.
You’d all get wet!

You cannot fetch them with a smart fishing rod.
A smart fishing rod, to bring them to God?
You cannot cook them on a grill

Or a barbecue.
You cannot serve them on a plate. 
What a thing to do

You can’t add salt and vinegar too,

No, no, no, that’s something you simply should not do.

Well maybe that’s not what Jesus meant after all…
What do you think Jesus meant when he asked his new followers (who were all fishermen) to be fishers of people? 

…  …  … 

You should greet people with a smile

That’s a friendly thing

You could be helpful to the weak

That’s a useful thing

You could show kindness when a person needs help

When a person needs help, it’s good to feel loved .
You could tell people about God

that he sent his Son

Tell them that Jesus came to save

and that’s everyone!
Pray God will heal them all of their pain

and love them,  until they turn back to him again.
