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Sentence
“I will turn your mourning into joy,” says the Lord. “I will comfort you and give you gladness for sorrow.”
Jeremiah 31:13
Prayer of the Day
O God, 
by the leading of a star 
you manifested your 
only-begotten Son to the Gentiles: 
mercifully grant, that we, 
who know you now by faith, 
may after this life be led 
to the vision of your glorious Godhead; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.           Amen.
The First Reading is from Isaiah 60: 1-6
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
Hear the word of the Lord,        Thanks be to God

Psalm 72: 1-7
Give the king your judgement, O God: 
	and your righteousness to the son of a king, 
that he may judge your people rightly: 
	and the poor of the land with equity. 
Let the mountains be laden with peace 
because of his righteousness: 
	and the hills also with prosperity for his 	people.
May he give justice to the poor among the people: 
	and rescue the children of the needy, 
	and crush the oppressor.
May he live while the sun endures: 
	and while the moon gives light, 
	throughout all generations. 
May he come down like rain upon the new-mown fields:
	and as showers that water the earth
In his time shall righteousness flourish: 
	and abundance of peace till the moon 
	shall be no more.

The Second Reading is from Ephesians 3:1-12
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
Hear the word of the Lord,           Thanks be to God

Priest:  	   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia  
Response:	   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 2: 1-12
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

🙏 
Please pray for healing blessings for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit, and those who have asked us to intercede on their behalf  –  Reg, Mick, Imogen,  Kenneth, Janet, Ida, Enid, Jim, Joan, Paul, Max, James G., Therese,  Maureen,  Georgina, Merlin Morgan,  Samantha, Millie and Sophie, and give thanks for healing blessings received.  Pray for those who are in need about whom only God knows and give thanks for His presence with them.
Please note that if you wish a person to be added to these lists or removed from them, please let Betty know so that the lists can be kept up to date.
Please pray for those who have died recently, and those who have died as a result of war and terrorism, and we remember those who have died as the result of natural disasters or domestic violence;  We remember also our loved ones who are now resting in peace with you especially Kerry Hurst, Mary McPherson, John Greenwell, Sidney Edwards.  
Rest eternal grant to them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.               🙏  

NOTICES 
Happy birthday today to Eliza Abraham and Benjamin Appu and on Saturday Joyce Little. 
Gluten-free Communion wafers are now available. Please see Rev’d Cathy, before the service if possible, if you require these wafers.
Mothers’ Union meeting: Tuesday 6th January we will plan our programme for the year ahead.   We thank you for your donations to our local project and report that we have been able to donate $300 to the local school as well as providing several items of emergency clothing.  Your help is very much appreciated and we could not have done this without you.   We aim to continue this outreach and would appreciate your continued help.
Please note that the Op Shop is now closed for the Christmas recess.  It will reopen on Tuesday, 13th January.   Rev’d Cathy has arranged for cleaning of the church and toilets during this time but please volunteer to vacuum the hall and church when necessary – this will  be greatly appreciated.
Also note that Rev’d Cathy is taking a short mid-week break from Monday 29th December until Saturday 9thJanuary (inc), and will not be answering emails or phone calls (unless in the case of an emergency) during the week. 
[bookmark: _Hlk213853611][bookmark: _Hlk214945040][bookmark: _Hlk213853692]Sunday 11th January, 9.30am: The Baptism of our Lord: Service of Holy Communion.  The readings will be Isaiah 42: 1-9; Ps 29; Acts 10: 34-43; Matthew 3: 13-17. The service will be followed by morning tea in the hall.   All welcome.
[bookmark: _Hlk214945040_Copy_1][bookmark: _Hlk213853692_Copy_1][bookmark: _Hlk213853692_Copy_1_Copy_1][bookmark: _Hlk214945040_Copy_1_Copy_1]Weekly Offerings: Please note that we do not pass around an offering plate during the service.   There is now a bowl at the entrance to the church for everyone to place their offerings.  These offerings are greatly appreciated and are relied upon to support the functioning of the parish. Please see Betty Edwards if you would like Weekly Offering envelopes.    New sets of envelopes will be available in March.
Epiphany is the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles as represented by the Magi as per our Gospel reading of today.
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