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Sentence
‘Those who love me will keep my word,’ Jesus promises, ‘and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.’            John 14.23
Prayer of the Day
O God,
you have prepared for those who love you
joys beyond our understanding:
pour into our hearts such love for you,
that, loving you above all else,
we may obtain your promises
that exceed all we can desire;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.                 Amen.
The First Reading is from Acts 17:22-31
22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For “In him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, “For we too are his offspring.” 29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 
Hear the word of the Lord,                Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 66:7-19
7O bless our God, you peoples:
	and cause his praises to resound,
8Who has held our souls in life:
	who has not suffered our feet to slip.
9For you have proved us, O God:
	you have tried us as silver is tried.
10You brought us into the net:
	you laid sharp torment on our loins.
11You let our enemies ride over our heads,
we went through fire and water:
	but you brought us out into a place of liberty.
12I will come into your house with burnt-offerings:
	and I will pay you my vows,
13The vows that opened my lips:
	that my mouth uttered when I was in trouble.
14I will offer you burnt-offerings of fattened beasts,
with the sweet smoke of rams:
	I will sacrifice a bull and the flesh of goats.
15Come then and hear, all you that fear God:
	and I will tell what he has done for me.
16I called to him with my mouth:
	and his praise was on my tongue.
17If I had cherished wickedness in my heart:
	the Lord would not have heard me.
18But God has heard me:
	he has heeded the voice of my prayer.
19Praise be to God:
	who has not turned back my prayer,
	or his steadfast love from me.

The Second Reading is from 1 Peter 3:8-22
8Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 9Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were called—that you might inherit a blessing. 10For ‘Those who desire life and desire to see good days, let them keep their tongues from evil and their lips from speaking deceit; 11let them turn away from evil and do good; let them seek peace and pursue it. 12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’ 13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who demands from you an account of the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
Hear the word of the Lord,         Thanks be to God.
Priest:  	   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia  
Response:	   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
The Holy Gospel according to John 14:15-21
15‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 18‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 
Hear the word of the Lord,          Thanks be to God.
🙏        Please pray for healing blessings for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit, and those who have asked us to intercede on their behalf – 	 Appu, Nathaniel, Jemimah, Brenda, Jim, Steven and Joan, Imogen, Kenneth, Ida, Liz and Dave Bryce, Mick,  Janet,  Enid, Paul, Max, James G., Maureen, Georgina, Merlin Morgan, Samantha, Millie and Sophie, and give thanks for healing blessings received.  Pray for those who are in need about whom only God knows and give thanks for His presence with them.
Please pray for those who have died recently and those who have died as a result of war and terrorism, and we remember those who have died as the result of natural disasters or domestic violence;   We remember also our loved ones who are now resting in peace with you, especially Dorothea Carter and Terence Fuller (Snr)   Rest eternal grant to them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.      🙏    


NOTICES

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  on Saturday to Joshua Appu.
TODAY after the service, at 11:00am there will be a joint parish council meeting in the Rectory.

[bookmark: _Hlk213853692][bookmark: _Hlk214945040]Our people’s warden, Joyce Little continues her leave until Thursday 14th of May.  We look forward to having her back next Sunday.  The Op-shop has remained open during the three weeks of Joyce’s absence.  Thank you to the “Safe Ministry fully accredited” parishioners who have stepped up to replace Joyce and to allow the Op-shop to remain open.  Thank you, too, to our dedicated volunteers who plan to continue in Joyce’s absence.                                                                                                                                                            Remaining Accredited Op-shop “overseers” are as follows:      Ann Inglis morning of Tuesday, 12th May and Laura and Adam Abraham afternoons on 12th May.
 	Cathy Thomson:  Wednesday 13th May                                                                	                                                                                                                 Wednesday 13th May, 9.30am: Holy Communion Service with Prayers for healing, followed by Morning Tea.  All welcome.      ALSO   after the service:  Working Bee to make “flames of fire” for this year’s Pentecost service.
Thursday, 14th May ASCENSION DAY.   
Sunday 17 May, Easter 7: Sunday Eucharist at 9.30am: The readings of the day are as follows: Acts 1: 6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 5; John 17:1-11
Archbishop Brad Billings will be visiting the Parish on Sunday, 21st June to conduct a joint service with St Catherine’s and the Sudanese congregation and offer the rites of Confirmation and Admission to the Anglican Church.  Four St Catherine’s people will be confirmed: Peter Arbon, Brenda Hardy, Rebecca Moyle and Grant O’Neill, and I would ask you to keep them in your prayers.  There will be a Confirmation preparation study which will take place on the following Tuesdays at 7.00pm: May 19 & 26; and June 3 & 10.  Over the last few years, candidates have been supported in the preparation studies by other members of the congregation.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  Please place your name on the sheet at the back of the hall if you would like to come.  Thanks,  Cathy.
The Mothers’ Union Film Morning is on Thursday, 4th June at the Regal Cinema, Kensington.   The film is The Sheep Detectives and has had excellent reviews.  Please support our outreach programme by purchasing a ticket for $15 from Linda Roberts, or a donation for our Project Fund.  This would be greatly appreciated.
Message from Greg Trenowden  Once again I have decided to sign up to raise funds to improve the lives of those living on the Autism Spectrum by walking 7,000 steps a day in May.  My personal goal is to raise $1,000 for Autism Australia.  Please follow the link below if you wish to donate to my campaign online and be issued with a tax invoice receipt.  There is no pressure or expectation for anyone to donate.  
https://www.walkforautism.org.au/fundraisers/gregtrenowden/walk-for-autism     Thank you.
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