Sermon A Christmas Day 2025_SCED_Readings Set 2
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.”
This is one of the best known and best loved writings in the New Testament.

It is a reading that contains very significant and challenging words to hear read out on Christmas Day, as we reflect on the in-breaking of God into our world in the form of a poor vulnerable infant, and as we are moved to try to understand in what way this can be said to be the coming of the Word (with a capital “W”) the coming of God’s own Son.
This passage reflects the Old Testament writing from Genesis about the Creation where it was the speaking, or commanding utterance of God that seemed to give life to all the various elements within the created order: so that God spoke, and the heavens and the earth, and all life and vegetation upon the earth came to be.

What does it mean to say, then, that Christ is the Word?  

We know that a word can be any of the following: 
· Sound or combination of sounds forming a meaningful element of speech

· Verbal entity;

· Utterance

· Form which gives expression to an idea

· Naming element which attributes identity to objects we see around us.
However, within our culture we have a certain scepticism about words, and this scepticism is reflected in some of our more colloquial/slang expressions:
· Empty words

· People who are all talk and no action

· Put our money where our mouth is
· Walk the walk as well as talking the talk

· Thus there is a suggestion of a worthlessness in words if they do not designate something real outside of themselves.

On the opposite side of this undervaluing of words, there can be an overvaluing of words. 

· This might be called the sin of logocentrism: a way of making words, especially words from the Bible so central that we insist on their being read and applied to life absolutely literally, so that there is no space for interpretation informed by human feeling or compassion.  

So when the truth of words on the one hand can be doubted, and on the other can be overrated and applied only literally, it seems there is a strange anomaly in suggesting that a tiny child, one as yet without speech is the word of God; and one wonders about the reason for calling God’s Son the Word in any case. Well, perhaps there’s more to words than scepticism and fundamentalism.  

This is borne out when we think of all the metaphorical, poetical and symbolic uses of words which take us into the realms of poetry and mystery.  Though there is no time to explore that today.

But today we can explore how the passages from today’s Bible readings support the understanding of the mysteriousness of words whether read or spoken.

· We are told that God created all things through his powerful Word;

· And that God sustains all things through that same Word. 
· That the Word was in the beginning, and not only that, that the Word was and is God.

· That the whole of life is contained in the Word

· And that the light that overcomes all the darkness in our world originated in this holy and mysterious Word of God 

Perhaps Word of God is a distinct entity then not related at all to ordinary words spoken or written or the various faults associated with too much “wordiness.”

What kind of word is Christ the Word of God?:
· He is creator God and his word is full of creativity and liveliness;

· He is the sustaining God and his word is full of strength and faithfulness;

· He is with and in God in the beginning and his word is full of originality and the power to originate;

· He is God’s very essence and being and his essential word is Love.

How does such a glorious Word enter this world?

· Not through a magic transportation portal, or in a grand royal entrance.

· But within the rough-hewn walls of a poor and humble stable and in the form of a small, vulnerable and innocent child of poor parents.  

· It is in this unlikely place that we behold the glory of that Word of God today. It is here we are tipped into mystery along with other ordinary people like us: humble shepherds and their animals; simple midwives who probably came to help; as well as some strange presences like multitudes of angels singing songs of great beauty and power, overseen by an unusually large and glittering star in the heavens.

· Christmas tips all of us into a kind of hotpot of mystery, one that we cannot name or fully understand, but one we are called into through the invitation of God’s own Word.

Whatever we do today, remember that we take a bit of the mystery of the Christ child with us, and hopefully others will see it and be touched by God’s same invitation to rejoice and give thanks.  Amen

