Sermon A Holy Innocents 2025_SCED for a range of voices

Narrator:
In the morning of the feast of Holy Innocents a disturbing story is related.  We know that the Magi visited Herod to ask where the new king was to be born.  They were speaking of the Messiah, the one who was to come into the world.  The one whose coming had been foretold in the words of the prophets and discerned in various portents in the sky, the most significant of these the star which had found its origin in the East and had led inexorably towards Bethlehem Ephrathah.  

Herod heard only one word the Magi spoke to him: "King!"  He assumed this meant a human and temporal king, one who would wrest from him and from the Herodian line the right to rule over Israel. Herod with murderous intent in his heart asked the Magi whether they would please return to tell him where the child was to be found, that "he might also go and worship him."  God intervened, warning the Magi in a dream to take another route…
Voice 1:

In a fit of rage, Herod ordered the slaughter of all children of two years old and under who could be found in Bethlehem.  "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."
Narrator: This triggers a memory:
Voice 2: 

Remember Pharaoh of ancient times?  Afraid and threatened by the Jewish presence in Egypt? During many decades he ordered the Jewish midwives to kill all male children at birth. But these brave women resisted Pharoah’s orders whenever they could. 
Narrator: The 20th and 21st centuries have their own stories akin to that of Holy Innocents 

Voice 3: 

1939-1945:Six million Jews were gassed and their bodies incinerated in concentration camps during World War II

Voice 4: 

1975-1979: Between 1.5  to 2 million Cambodian citizens were slaughtered by the Communists Khmer Rouge under the direction of their leader Pol Pot.

Voice 1:
1991-1995: War and so called “ethnic cleansing” wiped out twenty thousand in Serbia and Croatia during the Croatian War of independence, while 150,000 Serbians and 170,000 Croatians were displaced.
Voice 2:                                                                                                                                         October 7, 2023:  Hamas attacked Jewish regions in Southern Israel, killed over 1200 innocent people and kidnapped 254 hostages of whom only 168 have been returned alive.
Voice 3: 

October 2023 until November 2025: just under 70,000 Gazans have been killed by the Israeli army as retribution for the October 7 attacks and to destroy Hamas. 
Voice 4:
September, 2025-the present: 104 people have died on Venezuelan fishing boats obliterated in international waters by the US military on the orders of Donald Trump and his Secretary of War Pete Hegseth, because of  unsubstantiated allegations that they may be smuggling drugs: no evidence, no due process, no justice... 
Narrator:
14th December, 2025: two gunmen, radicalized Isis operatives, gunned down and killed 15 innocent Jewish Australians gathered on Bondi Beach to celebrate Hannukah.  "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."
Herod, Pharaoh, Hitler, Stalin, Mussolini, Pol Pot, Milosovich, Hutus, Hamas,  Netanyahu, Trump, Hegseth, Isis.  It cannot be said plainly enough that these are, or were, leaders or groups, who have exercised power through violent persecution and murder. 

On this day of remembrance of the murder of the innocents in Jesus’ time, we recognise that this is not just a travesty of the past, but an evil strategy of recent decades and of the present.  God forgive those who consciously perpetrate violence, and God forgive us for the roots of violence that often echo in the chambers of our own hearts, influencing our behaviour and undermining our relationships.  On this day God speaks to us as he did to the Magi in Herod’s time, that we should “take another route…” 
Jesus placed a little child in the midst of them. "Truly I tell you unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven."

Amen
