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Sentence
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.                       John 3.16
Prayer of the Season
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy 
you breathed into dust the breath of life, 
creating us to serve you and one another: 
call forth our penitence and acts of love, 
and strengthen us to face our mortality, 
so that we may look with confidence 
for your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.               Amen
Prayer of the Day
God of mercy,
you are full of tenderness and compassion,
slow to anger, rich in mercy,
and always ready to forgive:
grant us grace to renounce all evil 
and to cling to Christ, 
that in every way we may prove 
to be your loving children; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.            Amen.

The First Reading is from Genesis 12: 1-4a  
1Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 
Hear the word of the Lord,           Thanks be to God
Psalm 121
1I lift up my eyes to the hills:
	but where shall I find help?
2My help comes from the Lord:
	who has made heaven and earth.
3He will not suffer your foot to stumble:
	and he who watches over you will not sleep.
4Be sure he who has charge of Israel:
	will neither slumber nor sleep.
5The Lord himself is your keeper:
	the Lord is your defence upon your right hand;
6The sun shall not strike you by day:
	nor shall the moon by night.
7The Lord will defend you from all evil:
	it is he who will guard your life.
8The Lord will defend your going out and your coming in:
	from this time forward for evermore.

The Second Reading is from Romans 4:1-5; 13-17
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
Hear the word of the Lord,          Thanks be to God
Priest:  	   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia  
Response:	   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
The Holy Gospel according to John 3:1-17
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ 3Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ 4Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ 5Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ 9Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ 10Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 11‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

🙏 
Please pray for healing blessings for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit, and those who have asked us to intercede on their behalf  –   Jim, Liz and Dave Bryce, Reg,  Imogen,  Mick, Kenneth, Janet, Ida, Enid,  Joan, Paul, Max, James G., Therese,  Maureen,  Georgina, Merlin Morgan,  Samantha, Millie and Sophie, and give thanks for healing blessings received.  Pray for those who are in need about whom only God knows and give thanks for His presence with them.
Please pray for those who have died recently and those who have died as a result of war and terrorism, and we remember those who have died as the result of natural disasters or domestic violence;  We remember also our loved ones who are now resting in peace with you especially Victor Holmes, Tom Robinson, Margaret Nenkie and Fred Hawkins.
Rest eternal grant to them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.               🙏  


NOTICES 
Happy birthday to Betty Edwards.
TODAY:  Lent continues: the penitential 40 days leading up to the celebration of Easter Sunday.  You will notice some differences in the Sunday services during Lent.  
· The ministers enter in silence. 
· The service begins with a penitential hymn instead of the prayer of preparation. 
· The liturgy is said throughout, not sung (except for the hymns) 
· There is no Gloria in the liturgy; 
· There is no recitation of the Nicene Creed. 
· There is no singing of “O Lord Hear my Prayer” before and after the intercessions 
· After the breaking of the bread you are invited to join with the ministers in the sanctuary to say the prayer of approach.                                                                                                                             I commend the season to you. May we all grow more and more into the life of Christ, and into Christian identity and being in all their fullness.
TODAY, Sunday, 1st March, 2026:  St Catherine’s Vestry Meeting: after the 9.30am service in the hall. You will find copies of the Vestry booklet on the table at the back of the hall. 
[bookmark: _Hlk214945040][bookmark: _Hlk213853692]Mothers’ Union will meet on Tuesday in the parish hall from 10:00am.  Please feel free to come and join us and learn about the good works the MU worldwide does.  Our branch has commenced it’s monetary support of the local primary school to provide emergency clothing and food for some of the underprivileged students.  If you would like to donate, put your contribution in an envelope marked MU School Project.  Your help and interest would be greatly appreciated.
2026 Lenten Study continues this Tuesday, 3rd March at 7.00pm in the hall. Please prepare for each evening by reading in advance pages 23-36 in the study book.  Supper will be supplied. Future dates: 10, 17, 24 & 31 March at 7.00pm in the hall.  All welcome
Wednesday 4 March at 9.30am:  Holy Communion Service incorporating Prayers for healing and Lenten Meditation 2.  Followed by morning tea and team work to learn again how to make Palm Crosses. All welcome.  
Saturday 7th March at 10am at St Peter’s Cathedral: The Right Rev'd Dr Brad Billings will be installed as Archbishop of Adelaide. Please mark the date and time in your diaries. The event will not be ticketed but the Bishops Office has asked that people email to: bishopsoffice@adelaideanglicans.com if you wish to attend.
Sunday 8 March, 9.30am: Lent 3, Service of Holy Communion.  The readings will be Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42.   The service will be followed by morning tea in the hall. All welcome.

Please use the following prayer in your daily prayers this week 
Eternal God, shepherd and guide, we thank you for hearing our prayers and for giving your Church in Adelaide, Bradly Billings, our new Archbishop (elect), a shepherd after your own heart. Grant that Bishop Brad may walk in your ways, faithfully teach your truth and, with loving care, watch over your people. Give him vision, courage, and joy in the gospel, that, together with us, he may build up your Church and glorify your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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