[image: ]                	Easter 4   Good Shepherd Sunday, 26th April, 2026                           [image: ]


[image: ]                	Easter 4   Good Shepherd Sunday, 26th April, 2026                           [image: ]

Sentence
“I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord.  “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”    John 10: 11
Prayer of the Day
God of all power, 
you called from death our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep: 
send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, 
to heal the injured, 
and to feed one another with understanding; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.        Amen
The First Reading is from Acts 2: 42-47
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
Hear the word of the Lord,               Thanks be to God
Psalm 23
1The Lord is my shepherd: 
	I shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green pastures: 
	he leads me beside still waters;
3He restores my soul. 
	He leads me in right paths for his name’s 	sake.
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; 
	for you are with me;  your rod and your staff	they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
	you anoint my head with oil; my cup 	overflows.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
	and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my 	whole life long.

The Second Reading is from 1 Peter 2: 1 - 10
1Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation — 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Hear the word of the Lord,       Thanks be to God

Priest:  	   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia  
Response:	   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
The Holy Gospel Reading according to John 10: 1-10
1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.
 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
This is the Gospel of the Lord,    
		 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
 🙏        Please pray for healing blessings for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit, and those who have asked us to intercede on their behalf –  Brenda, Jim, Steven and Joan, Imogen, Liz and Dave Bryce, Mick, Kenneth, Janet, Ida, Enid, Paul, Max, James G., Maureen, Georgina, Merlin Morgan, Samantha, Millie and Sophie, and give thanks for healing blessings received.  Pray for those who are in need about whom only God knows and give thanks for His presence with them.
Please pray for those who have died recently and those who have died as a result of war and terrorism, and we remember those who have died as the result of natural disasters or domestic violence;   We remember also our loved ones who are now resting in peace with you, especially   Min Lyons-Davis and Peter Goss.  
Rest eternal grant to them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.      🙏    

NOTICES
[bookmark: _Hlk213853692][bookmark: _Hlk214945040]Welcome back Cathy and Ian from your annual leave.  We hope you are both refreshed and rested.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY on Wednesday to Jennifer Sutherland and Rev’d Yogananda.
TODAY: Sunday 26th April, 2026: There will be a St Catherine’s (only) Parish Council meeting at 11.00am after the service involving priest, wardens and 4 parish councillors (including proxies if you would like to come). Please do not expect any papers in advance as Cathy will be on holiday up until the day.  An informal agenda will be given to you on the day with an opportunity for you to raise your own matters.
Our people’s warden Joyce Little is on leave from Saturday 25th April until Thursday 14th of May (inc).  We wish her a well-earned, restful and enjoyable break. The Op-shop will remain open during the three weeks of Joyce’s absence.  Thank you to the “Safe Ministry fully accredited” parishioners who have stepped up to replace Joyce and to allow the Op-shop to remain open.  Thank you, too, to our dedicated volunteers who plan to continue in Joyce’s absence.                                                                                                                                                            

Accredited Op-shop “overseers” are as follows:                                                                                         Cathy Thomson: 28th & 29th April; 6 & 13 May                                                                                                 Ann Inglis: Mornings of 5th & 12th May; Adam and                                                                                             Laura Abraham: Afternoons of 5th & 12th May
Tuesday 28th April, 7.00pm: Final “Holiday” Study 7: Catering: All please bring a plate for an end of study “feast.”  All welcome
Wednesday 29th 9.30am: Holy Communion Service with Prayers for healing, followed by Morning Tea.  All welcome.
Wednesday 29th April at 11.00am.  Sumi D’Appu has kindly offered to come along after the Wednesday service to train a number of us to use the defibrillator in the porch. A number of people  expressed an interest in learning this when I asked a number of weeks ago.  The names include myself,  the wardens, Betty Edwards, Stuart McPherson, Laura Abraham, Steven Lewin and Graeme Williamson.  We are fortunate too that Dorothy Shepherd and Grant Williamson (and possibly Winnie Mlaga?) working in aged care already have training through their work. (If I have forgotten any others I apologise.  You are all welcome to join the trainee group on the 29th).  TODAY: A list will be put at the back of the church for you to confirm your attendance, and I will invite some representatives from the South Sudanese congregation as well.
Sunday 3 May, Easter 5: Sunday Eucharist at 9.30am: The readings of the day are as follows: Acts 7: 55-60; Psalm 31: 1-5, 17-18; 1 Peter 2: 11-25; John 14:1-14
Message from Greg Trenowden  Once again I have decided to sign up to raise funds to improve the lives of those living on the Autism Spectrum by walking 7,000 steps a day in May.  My personal goal is to raise $1,000 for Autism Australia.  Please follow the link below if you wish to donate to my campaign online and be issued with a tax invoice receipt.  There is no pressure or expectation for anyone to donate.  
https://www.walkforautism.org.au/fundraisers/gregtrenowden/walk-for-autism     Thank you.

The Mothers’ Union Film Morning is on Thursday, 4th June.  The film, The Sheep Detectives, has had excellent reviews.  Please support our outreach programme by purchasing a ticket for $15 from Linda Roberts.  This would be greatly appreciated.
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