Sermon C Easter Day 2026
Today is one of the most significant feast days of the Christian faith. Easter Day is a day when great and wonderful transformations take place, so that the observer would find little trace of the solemnity and suffering of Good Friday:

· So whereas on Good Friday there was devastation on the human level: human pain and suffering beyond imagining, human cruelty finding its most refined expression in the torture of crucifixion; human betrayal (of friends and foes alike); human grief and sorrow that knows no bounds, human death -  apparently an end to everything…
· On Easter Sunday by contrast: the pain has ended; the cruelty of the soldiers transcended by the enduring witness of one of their own: the centurion who said, “This was indeed the Son of God”; grief turned to unimaginable joy at the various appearances of Christ in the midst of his followers, death overcome and new life offered; life of greater magnitude than any life before. 
· These are the transformations that were known and experienced on the human plane.

There were also transformations in the natural world.

· The curtain of the temple that was torn in two must have been a fearful symbol to the Scribes and Pharisees, one that exposed God’s holiness to the mob and would have been feared as a prompt for divine retribution. Yet for the post-Easter followers of Jesus, this significance was translated into a grace-filled realisation that God was now accessible to all humanity through Christ.   There was no longer a curtain in the temple separating God from God’s faithful people.
· The earthquake activity that caused this disruption and broke open the graves of the dead, so the story goes, perhaps also extended to cause the dislodging of  a huge stone to open another grave, this one revealing no body, only some crumpled linen and an absence that hints at new life.

· These are the transformations that rumbled within the rhythms of the natural world.

It is also possible to see that there were transformations in the very being of God. 

Jurgen Moltmann, a 20th century German theologian, suggested in the 1980s that as Jesus' body was broken on the cross, God the Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit was also fractured. Moltmann’s reasons for suggesting this are that:  

· Jesus' words: "My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?" …can be taken to indicate that God the Creator and Jesus were separated by the violence and death of the cross.  
· The notion that Jesus surrendered or gave up his Spirit suggests that Jesus and the Spirit were separated in some essential sense at the moment of Jesus’ death.
· Moltmann also suggests that if we believe that God is more than anything a suffering God, as he does, it is quite consistent to believe that the very being of the godhead, the Holy Trinity, was traumatized as Jesus’ body was torn on the cross; and incontrovertibly fractured at the moment of his death.

This is an imaginative yet highly speculative way of understanding the magnitude of the death of Jesus who gave himself up to such a dreadful death.
· It is compelling because it presents a picture of a death of Christ which brought about redemption for the whole of the created order, only at the cost of essentially fragmenting the very being of God.  This is the sort of suggestion that has us Christians on our knees with awe at the ultimacy of the sacrifice that won our forgiveness and our freedom.
· However it is uncomfortable because it leads to the question: if this fracture of the Trinity redeemed humanity, what would be needed to redeem the fragmentation of God, Holy Trinity?  The very Godhead?  
Well, if I were to be equally speculative in answering Moltmann’s question, I might suggest the following:

· I believe resurrection could repair such a death-dealing fracture in the Holy Trinity.

· The changed and sanctified body of the resurrected Christ, the fulfilment of divine will and destiny, could once again be the place where Jesus was known to exist and act in the name of God his Father, the creator of the universe, and in the power of the Holy Spirit.
· If the death and resurrection of Christ could lead to such mysterious transformation in the very being of God, it gives us confidence in God’s cosmic desire to bear and transform the wounds of the whole world into eternity.

We are all transformed today because we have died in a spiritual sense in our journeying through the suffering of Christ on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, and have been resurrected with Christ who though he bears the marks of the cruel nails of Good Friday, is once more made whole in the resurrection on Easter morning.

And there are three people who are specially seeking spiritual transformation today as they offer themselves for baptism, a sacramental rite that from the earliest days of the Christian church was celebrated only once a year, and that was on Easter Day.  Brenda, Rebecca and Grant know that when they have the water of baptism poured over them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, they are in a spiritual sense dying to an old, perhaps unfulfilled life and entering into a gift of new life, cleansed by God, healed by God, forgiven by God, surrounded by their loving families and friends and their new friends in this congregation of St Catherine’s.  And they each will be sealed by God’s Spirit and become inheritors of God’s kingdom; and that is the “eternity promise” they will each take away with them this Easter Day: a promise for love, for joy, for peace and for eternal hope, made manifest in the resurrection mystery of this Easter celebration.

The waters of baptism call all of us to new commitment in our faith.  What would prevent us now from making our way towards the baptismal font and the transformation that waits there for all of us!  Amen

