Year B Epiphany 2020
Three- minute sermon

The Bible is the story of God’s dealings with the nation of Israel.  At the same time it records some very significant human transitions.
· The Cain and Abel story is not just about the rivalry between two brothers; one which leads to Abel’s tragic death. The story also marks the difficult transition of Israel from a wandering, tribal culture to settled agricultural existence.  This is hinted in the fact that Cain’s grain offering (representing the agrarian life) is not as acceptable to God as Abel’s offering of a sacrificial lamb (representing tribal, herding life).  
· There are tensions too as the nation of Israel moves from being a federation of tribes ruled over by local judges, and becomes a nation state under a single monarchy.  The whole story of Saul (Israel’s first king) reflects this tension.  
· And the story of the Epiphany which we celebrate today, suggests yet another one of these historical changes, as God’s chosen people, the Jews, adapt to the Christian revelation that Christ, the Messiah,  is for all people, no matter their nationality, colour, ethnicity, class, or education.
Epiphany means revelation.  Here, that God’s Son Jesus came into the world not just for the Jewish race to which he belonged, but for all people.  
God took pains to see that that message got across:  
· three exotic magi, astrologers from Arabia, and Gentiles, went on a long and cold and difficult journey to witness the humble birth of God into the world.  
· And God called Saul of Tarsus, a man highly educated in Jewish religious and cultural life, and a persecutor of Christians. It is a great mystery, that someone initially so anti-Christian could become the bearer of the gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, those whom until recently he would have considered not only unredeemed  but also unclean.
As the lives of the magi were transformed by their long and arduous journey, so too was the life of Saul.  In Ephesus where our New Testament passage was written, we hear that he had been imprisoned by the Jews for daring to suggest that the messiah had come to redeem Gentiles as well as Jews.  Paul became a servant of that gospel, of that epiphany or revelation, taking it throughout Asia Minor and eventually to Rome.
Today God’s Epiphany, or revelation, is for us. It is our opportunity to hear God’s message of love and inclusion of all people.  Our opportunity to once again place ourselves at the service of this gospel, kindly, humbly and obediently, because this is what God asks of all who follow the name of Christ.   Amen
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